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came the pareats of their first-
born, James Bowlin Jenkins.
Death and new birth within the
space of a short time were
" symbolic.

Somber Mood

The mood was somber when
Congress convened on Dec. 15,
1859, Official Washington recog-
nized the crisis was fast - ap-
proaching. For almost two
months, Congress was “dead-
Jocked as the House of-Repre-

sentatives tried to . elect’

speaker and m candidate re-
ceived a majority. Congress-
man Jeokins for 3 ballots sup-
ported Thomas S. Bocock of Vir-
ginia for speaker, finally switch-

| ing to a Whig candidate (Wil-

: liam N. H. Smith of North
Carolina) on the grounds that
election of a2 “Black Republi-

can” would be fatal to the
| South. Finally. on the 44th bal-
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While the lights were flicker-
ing out for Captain Jenkins, the

‘ginia "were preparing for a
blessed evenl. Shortly after they
returned to Washington, D. C.,
~for the first session ‘of the 36th
_Congress, on Jan. 29, 1860, Con-
gressman and Mrs. Jenkins be-

:

¥
58

]
l\.‘.l:)(‘aham Lincoln was elected

weal or woe in a few brief
months, . . It was a palitical
speech, attempting to keynote
the dire dangers which would
beset the natiop if a Republi-
were elected President. Of
- course neither Jenkins noc any-

one else could predict in the

spring of 1860 that the -
boned lawyer from lumo‘gf;;v\o
ran .a poor second to William

" 'viding that no money could be

-pan Sickles-of -New York. On

21 July 1961

H. Seward af the opeéning of the
Republican convention, and who
polled a minority of the popular
vole in the general election
would in fact be President and
develop into one of the greatest
Presidents America has ever
known In any generation.

- -Congressman Jenkins was
very active during the discus-
sion of the tariff bill of 1860.
In ooe striking address on May
8, 1860, he stated: “By reducing
the duties upon luxuries, and
increasing them upon neces-
saries, you throw the whole bur-
den of supporting the Govern-
ment upon the laboring men. I
propose to increase the duties
upon luxuries, and diminish
them upon articles of neces-
Sit}’." - .

Teasioas Rise

1860 faded into 1861. The in-
auguration of President Lincoln
was approaching. The tempers
and tensions in Congress be-
‘tween the porthern and southern
members rose. On Jan. 18, 1861,
Congressman  Jenkins intro-
duced an amendment to the
Army  Appropriation Bill, pro-

used to recapture any forts,
arsenals or navy yards from
states seceding from the Union.™
South Carolina had already
started the parade of seceding
states a month before. Other
states were to follow. _

The 36th Congress ground to
a close. On March 1, 186],

Congressman Jenkins cast hisd’

Jast recorded vole. It was to al-
Jow Amos J. Williamson to col-
Ject $1,000 for his time and mile-
age spent In an unsuccessful
contest to unseat Congressman

the evening of March 3, Con-
gress came to an end and Jen-
kins' career as'a Member of
the United States Congress did
likewise.

The states in the Deep South |

already had seceded from the

Union. Jefferson Davis had al-

congressional nominating con-
vention met again in Parkers-
burg. Congressman  Jenkins -
carefully addressed to the con-
vention on March 18 his desire
not to run again, in these meas;
ured ‘words:

“Gentlemen:

“In answer to numerous let-
ters, as well as in conversation
with various persons, I have
uniformly expressed a desire
not to be a candidate in the
next election 'to represent this
district in Congress; but to
avoid all possible misunder-
standing, I have thought it pro-
per to communicate this to your
body. Permit, me, then, gentle-
men, in making this announce-
ment, to tender to you, as the
representatives of those with
whom 1 claim political fellow-
ship, my grateful remembrance
of the generous confidence ex-
tended to me in two former
elections; and to assure you that
in my retirement I shall carry
with me an undying devotion to
those principles of States
Rights Democracy, whose suc-
cess 1 have ever believed to be
pecessary o preserve the
rights and liberties of the peo-
ple. )

- 1 am, geatlemen,

Your obedient servant, |

. A. G. Jenkins.”’
The Jenkins letter, writlen

- from Greenbottom, was mailed
to the Parkersburg coavention.
Although every word was meant
seriously because Congressman
Jenkins realized events could

scarcely allow a regular elec-
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War Begins ]
Ouly a few days elapeed after
the Parkersburg Coavention be- .
fore  the worldshakven giyd
. foce the .woridsheking e vent
which wiped out any chance for
Virginia gmwmm
to the United States Congress.
1In the cold, gray dawn of April
12, 1861, the match was touched
to the dynamite of war by the
A few

years off.

The outbreak of Civil War
closed the book on another

phase of the fabulous life of Al- |

bert Gallatin Jenkins. Hence-
forth, the life of this brilliant
son of Cabell County was de-
voted to fighting for the cause
be believed to be just. In that
cause he fell mortally wounded

at the Battle of Cloyd's Moun-
tain in 1864, but not before es-
tablishing a reputation as one
of the outstanding cavalry gen-
erals of the Civil War.

(This conciudes The deries of

fices by Cospressmas Hechier on
career of Abert Galla-
series,

fia Jonkins. In 2
Congrussman  Hechior _ frace ihe
wartime oxpleits of General Jeskine.)

v



